Dear LCDC Members,

Please find attached list of Community Enhancement Programme project grant recommendations - as recommended by the LCDC Project Assessment Sub Committee -  for LCDC approval at meeting to be held on Thursday 13th September.  Total grant of €144,499 is allocated. Please treat as confidential. 
 
Funding under this Programme is aimed at addressing disadvantage as identified in the Local Economic and Community Plan. 

As one would expect, the Programme was very much oversubscribed and the Assessment Sub Committee had a very difficult job in allocating the funding in the most optimal manner. I wish to thank Catherine Power, Waterford Area Partnership, Lynda O’Shea, PPN and Paul Clerkin for assessing the applications and making the recommendations. Due to the amount of money available, it was not possible to fund more than one application per group.

I am recommending the allocations as per the attached spreadsheet.

Allocations have been made in accordance with the Operating Guidelines as provided by the Department of Rural & Community Development. Under the Programme, it was suggested that that 30% of the funding that is allocated to each Local Authority area would be ring-fenced for grants of €1,000 or less. It was the view and recommendation of the subcommittee that 22.44% of the grants should be allocated to projects of €1000 or less, given the nature and quality of projects and from an impact perspective.
Consideration has been given to priority groups and priority areas. All those recommended for approval comply with the LECP.

The role of the LCDC is to consider the applications , ensure eligibility  with the  LECP and to approve the project grants.

Re Men’s Sheds, on 27th July last we were notified of additional funding which was being provided under the Community Enhancement Programme. The additional funding was ring fenced for Men’s Sheds and the closing date was 31st August. Waterford was allocated €8696. The grant scheme was advertised and Men’s Sheds contacted and all applied. In accordance with the terms of the Programme, it is recommended that all  receive a grant of €1449 each. See attached spreadsheet. Again, please treat as confidential.  

