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Circular: 14/2018

From: LEADER Unit

To: All LAGs, Implementing Partners & Financial Partners

Date: Issued: 08/10/2018

Subject: Revised Arrangement — Funding Allocations & LDS Amendments

Further to Circular 1/2018, please find additional information below in respect of (i) budgetary
flexibility, (ii) LDS amendments, and (iii) situations where the LAG wishes to deviate from the
LDS Action Plan in advance of or in Lieu of amending the Local Development Strategy.

(i) Budgetary flexibility

As noted previously, the LDS Framework Guidance document outlined the indicative nature of
the budget assigned to each Objective/sub-theme.

While indicative in nature, the assigned budget is an important indicator of the delivery of each
objective and the accuracy of the plan submitted. At the same time, it is acknowledged that
LAGs require sufficient flexibility to manage their budgets in line with the evolving situation in
each area and in keeping with the guidance provided at the outset of the programme. The
bottom-up nature of the LEADER programme means that LAGs are ultimately responsible for
meeting the objectives in their Local Development Strategy and should be provided with
sufficient flexibility to move funding between themes and sub-themes where that is in keeping
with the overall delivery of the objectives in their strategy.

LAGs will now be permitted to move funding between themes and subthemes, where the LAG
considers that this is appropriate for the effective delivery of the Local Development Strategy.
This will be subject to certain limits designed to ensure that all areas of the LDS are delivered.
This reallocation of funds can be undertaken without the need for a formal amendment to the
LDS. These limits are as follows:

e The total maximum amount which can be moved overall must not exceed 25% of the
overall LDS budget.

e The budget associated with any individual subtheme must not be reduced by more
than one third (33%) of the amount outlined in the LDS.

The movement of funds between subthemes and themes, including the timing of such moves,
is a matter for the LAG to manage (subject to the above limits) and details should not be
forwarded to the Department for approval. The LAG will report on budgetary changes as part of
the normal monitoring of the delivery of its LDS, including through the Annual Progress Report
submitted each year to Pobal. Where concerns arise in specific cases, the Department may
request further details from individual LAGs.
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This replaces the previous advice which allowed “LAGs flexibility to vary from the allocation
outlined for each sub-theme in the Financial Plan of each Local Development Strategy by
plus/minus 10% so as to deal with unforeseen circumstances and lower/higher than expected
demand under each sub-theme”.

(ii) LDS amendments

If the flexibility outlined above is not sufficient to meet your LAG’s requirements, a formal
amendment to the LDS may be necessary.

The requirements in respect of LDS amendments are as per Circular 01/2018. While the LDS
should be responsive to changing circumstances at a local level, LAGs are reminded that a formal
LDS amendment should only be considered where a strong business case exists and based on a
full evaluation of the relevant elements of the approved LDS

Requests should be submitted to rdp1420@drcd.gov.ie using the attached template. A copy of
the Evaluation Report should also be provided with the amendment request. Please use the
subject line ‘LDS query’ in order for your email be directed to the relevant section for processing.
All amendment requests are subject to Department approval. Amendments will be considered
on the basis of the rationale provided and as supported by the evaluation undertaken. Further
guidance on the approach to LEADER evaluation will be circulated in the coming week.

It is advised that LAGs should discuss the necessity for a strategy amendment with the LEADER
Unit (rdp1420@drcd.gov.ie) before proceeding.

(iii) Situations where the LAG wishes to deviate from the LDS Action Plan in advance
of or in Lieu of amending the Local Development Strategy.

The previous communication (Circular 01/2018) provided for certain deviations from the LDS
Action Plan e.g. minor textual changes. The Department is now of the view that this will no
longer be required based on the flexibility provided in Section (i) above and the revised
requirements outlined in Section (ii) with regard to the LDS changes. However, if the LAG is of
the view that such a change is required, please contact the Department (rdp1420@drcd.gov.ie)
for further advice.

Any queries in respect of the foregoing should be submitted to rdp1420@drcd.gov.ie. Again
please include the subject line ‘LDS query’ in order for your query to be directed to the relevant
section.

ENDS
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