Dear colleague,

The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) have requested that
we advise you regarding the re-launching of the Supporting Children campaign in light of intensified
COVID-19 restrictions. Please see correspondence below from Denis Ryan of the Tusla Programme
Development and Cross Government Framework Unit.

Regards and stay safe and well,

Paul
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Executive Director
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Dear Colleagues,

The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) will shortly be re-
launching the Supporting Children campaign in light of intensified COVID-19 restrictions.

Supporting Children is a campaign developed by DCEDIY to support vulnerable children, young
people, and their families in challenging times. It was first launched on 19 June 2020, highlighting the
range of services and supports in place and the innovative responses this sector was making to meet
the needs of vulnerable groups across a range of service areas, from Child Protection and Welfare to
Education Support, Parenting and Family Support, and others.

The campaign is designed with two purposes. It encourages all of us to look out for vulnerable
children whose lives and supports have been severely disrupted during the current pandemic. It also
spotlights our Supporting Children website, pointing to a wide range of information detailing
supports for children, young people and families across six key areas. This information campaign has




been updated based on service user feedback from the initial phase. We are also working with Tusla
to ensure the campaign information is presented in an accessible and useful format.

Supporting Children is funded under What Works (www.whatworks.gov.ie). The campaign
recognises the serious impacts both the pandemic and associated restrictions are having on the
most vulnerable in our society and aims to demonstrate and harness the available supports that are
in place.

As colleagues working in a wide variety of sectors, with professional organisations, agencies and
children, young people and families, we would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that this
message is disseminated and amplified as widely as possible. | would be grateful if you would
highlight the Supporting Children campaign and promote the key messages through your own
organisation, professional networks and communication channels. In this second Supporting
Children campaign, and especially in the current climate, we would like to ensure maximum
coverage and reach of this messaging so as to indicate that the collective system is attentive and
responsive to the needs of children at this critical time.

The relaunch of Supporting Children took place on the Wednesday 3 February and this campaign will
be rolling out on radio, social media and through digital advertising thereafter. Finally, we will be
continuing to update the Supporting Children website throughout the campaign. If you have
important updates to services or resources for families, | would be delighted to add them to the
relevant area of the website. We would be particularly keen on any videos, graphics, or visual
resources which would be helpful.

Kind regards,

Denis

Denis Ryan
Tusla Programme Development and Cross Government Framework Unit
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