Jonathon Codd

From: Sinéad Breathnach

Sent: Thursday 20 October 2022 13:12

To: Jonathon Codd; Kevin Moynihan; Susan Whelan; Colette O'Brien; Emma Smyth;
Ovidiu Matiut; Eoin Morrissey

Subject: FW: Our Rural Future: Minister Humphreys launches new initiative to support

Women's Sheds

From: DRCD LCDCSupport <LCDCsupport@drcd.gov.ie>

Sent: Thursday 20 October 2022 12:17

To: oneillf@carlowcoco.ie; johndonohoe@cavancoco.ie; BHaugh@clarecoco.ie; adrienne_rodgers@leo.corkcity.ie;
kay.keegan@corkcoco.ie; Paddy.doherty@donegalcoco.ie; daithi.downey@dublincity.ie; mruane@dIrcoco.ie;
declanryan@Ieo.fingal.ie; caitriona.morgan@galwaycity.ie; afarrell@galwaycoco.ie;
Bridget.Fitzgerald@kerrycoco.ie; mhiggins@kildarecoco.ie; Annette.fitzpatrick@kilkennycoco.ie;
‘ptynan@laoiscoco.ie; emer.connolly@leitrimcoco.ie; Seamus.oconnor@limerick.ie; cmurphy@longfordcoco.ie;
paddy.donnelly@louthcoco.ie; dfinnerty@MayoCoCo.ie; fiona.fallon@meathcoco.ie; obrady@monaghancoco.ie;
bpey@offalycoco.ie; fnichuin@roscommoncoco.ie; dclarke@sligococo.ie; jmoroneyward@sdublincoco.ie;
anthony.fitzgerald <anthony.fitzgerald@tipperarycoco.ie>; Sinéad Breathnach <sbreathnach@waterfordcouncil.ie>;
Pat.Murtagh@westmeathcoco.ie; dymphna.oconnor@wexfordcoco.ie; mnichols@wicklowcoco.ie

Subject: Our Rural Future: Minister Humphreys launches new initiative to support Women's Sheds

Good afternoon,

Please see the below press release issued from the Department this morning.

Kind regards,

Ann

Ann O’'Donnell
Community Policy and Libraries Development Unit

An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail
Department of Rural and Community Development

Government Buildings, Brook Street, Ballina, Co.Mayo, F26 E8NG

T 01-7736981

WWW.EOoV.ie
An Roinn Forbartha
Tuaithe agus Pobail
Department of Rural and
Community Development




Our Rural Future: Minister Humphreys launches new initiative to support
Women’s Sheds

* Special Fund of €100,000 to support growing network of Women's
Sheds

* Organisers urged to get in touch with Department to avail of grant
funding

» Funding to assist Women’s Shed movement to grow and expand

* Minister: Women’s Sheds are on the rise and | want to support them

The Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD, has today
announced a new fund of €100,000 to support Women’s Sheds.

The initiative, the first of its kind, is in recognition of the fact that there is a growing number of
Women's Sheds across the country.

Unlike Men’s Sheds, Women's Sheds do not currently operate under a single national
representative body.

This makes it more difficult for them to avail of supports such as Government funding.

Minister Humphreys this week met a delegation of women from across the country who are
actively involved in running Women and Sister Shed'’s in their communities.

At the meeting, she discussed ways in which her Department can assist Women'’s Sheds,
including with the provision of grant funding.

Today, Minister Humphreys announced that €100,000 will be set aside in her Department's
Budget specifically to support Women's Sheds.

The grants which will be in the region of €1,000 - €2,000 could be used to assist Women’s Sheds
to expand within their communities, to run activities or to help them with their running costs such
as insurance or rental costs.

Any Women’s Shed interested in availing of funding should get in touch with the Department of
Rural and Community Development via womenssheds@drcd.qov.ie .

Announcing the new initiative, Minister Humphreys said:

“This week | had the privilege of meeting a delegation of women from all across the Country
who are involved in running Women and Sister Sheds in their local communities.

‘Many people will be familiar with the Men’s Sheds who have grown from a small organisation
a number of years ago to a point now where there are over 400 Men’s Sheds nationwide and

the organisation has a national representative body.



“The Women’s Shed movement is a relatively new phenomenon in comparison. Many of the

groups | spoke to this week have only been existence for a year or less.

“I passionately want to support our Women’s Sheds to grow however I'm conscious that

without a representative body, it is more difficult for Women’s Sheds fo avail of State support.

“And so, for the first time, I'm putting aside a special fund of €100,000 specifically for our

Women’s Sheds.

“My message today is clear — if you are part of a Women’s Shed, please get in touch with my

Department because | want to support the fantastic work that you do.”

Minister Humphreys added:

ENDS

Notes

‘I was really taken with the testimonies from the women | met this week and the hugely

positive impact being part of a Women'’s Shed is having in their lives.

“These Sheds provide an invaluable service for women of all ages — helping to tackle social

isolation and providing a space for people to come together, socialise, and build friendships.

“From small acorns grow mighty oaks - | don’t see any reason why with a little bit of support
and guidance we can’t grow the Women'’s Shed into a national movement similar to the Men’s
Sheds.

“At the moment we don’t actually have concrete data on the total number of Women’s Sheds
in the country. This initiative will help us to get a better idea of the spread across the country.
I'd really love to be in a position where this fund is over-subscribed and that’s why | am asking

all Women’s Sheds to get in touch with my Department so we can support you.”
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