Our Rural Future: Minister Humphreys announces further €16

million in funding for upgrade works on rural roads and laneways

e Record investment to improve access to rural homes, farms and
businesses

e Local authorities urged to use funding to clear backlog of applications

¢ Specific funding provided for LIS works on Galway islands

e Brings total investment under Local Inprovement Scheme this year to

almost €30 million

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD, has today
announced additional funding of almost €16 million for repairs and improvement

works on our rural roads and laneways.

The funding, under the Local Improvement Scheme (LIS), will support the
continued improvement of non-public roads and lanes that are not normally

maintained by local authorities.

Such roads represent a vital piece of infrastructure for rural residents - providing
access to homes, farms and businesses, as well as outdoor amenities such as our

lakes, rivers or beaches.

The funding is more than double the allocation provided last year, and will allow local

authorities to address the backlog of applications that they currently face.

Today’s announcement means that almost €30 million has been allocated under the

Local Improvement Scheme this year alone.

And almost €130 million has been invested through LIS since the scheme was re-
introduced in 2017.



Making the announcement today, Minister Humphreys said:
“I'm very pleased today to announce a further €16 million in funding to repair
and upgrade hundreds of rural roads and laneways in towns and villages right
across Rural Ireland.
“Good roads are absolutely vital for our rural communities and this record
investment under the Local Improvement Scheme will make a huge difference

in terms of access and connectivity.

“We are all familiar with the roads and laneways within our own communities

that are full of potholes and in desperate need of repair.

“The funding being delivered under this scheme will help address this —

benefitting so many of our families, businesses and in particular our farmers.

Minister Humphreys continued:

“As someone who grew up on a farm myself, | know all too well what it is like

when a milk truck cannot gain access to collect the milk.

“l know too how poor quality roads in rural Ireland can negatively impact on

families and businesses.

“That’s why the Local Improvement Scheme was re-introduced in 2017 by my

predecessor and colleague, Michael Ring.

“Since its re-introduction, over €130 million has been invested in rural

communities the length and breadth of Rural Ireland.

“This funding is all about making peoples’ lives that bit easier and ensuring we

have good access to homes, farms, businesses and local amenities.

Minister Humphreys added:



“This additional tranche of €16 million in funding that | am announcing is on

top of the €12.5 million that | allocated earlier this year.

“The scale of this investment is a clear example of Government’s commitment
to supporting our rural communities through our five year rural development

strategy, ‘Our Rural Future’.

“Since the Local Improvement Scheme was re-introduced in 2017, almost
4,000 roads have been funded for repair works. This has made a real
difference to the lives of over 16,000 landowners and residents in rural

Ireland, and many more visitors.

“l acknowledge that there is strong demand for this funding in many parts of
the country with some local authorities having significant levels of applications

on hand.

“And so, | am strongly encouraging these councils to utilise the funding
announced today, and complete the repair works on the selected roads as

soon as possible in consultation with residents and landowners.”

A list of allocations is available below.

ENDS
2023 (ROADS) LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEME
LIS R2 Total LIS 2023 Total
County LIS R1 Total (Announced on Friday
July 28t)
Galway €1,204,736 €789,523 €1,994,259

Cork €1,065,151 €1,690,772 €2,755,923




Mayo €1,004,736 €567,000 €1,571,736
Donegal €940,509 €1,050,000 €1,990,509
Kerry €797,367 €759,809 €1,557,176
Tipperary €744,914 €1,120,177 €1,865,091
Clare €597,910 €770,000 €1,367,910
Limerick €478,587 €703,962 €1,182,549
Roscommon €442,825 €70,000 €512,825
Wexford €411,705 €619,230 €1,030,935
Meath €407,406 €587,107 €994,513
Kilkenny €361,156 €280,597 €641,753
Wicklow €353,247 €424,241 €777,488
Offaly €348,777 €355,548 €704,325
Cavan €336,913 €1,404,498 €1,741,411
Sligo €330,752 €565,375 €896,127
Westmeath €321,095 €194,321 €515,416
Carlow €304,736 €263,036 €540,772
Kildare €304,736 €0 €304,736
Monaghan €304,736 €1,037,988 €1,342,724
Leitrim €304,736 €831,183 €1,135,919
Longford €304,736 €288,614 €593,350
Louth €304,736 €118,028 €422,764
Laois €304,736 €926,415 €1,231,151
Waterford €269,063 €548,508 €817,570




TOTAL €12,550,001 €15,965,934 €28,488,932

*€226,000 for roads on Galway Islands

Notes to editors:

For information: Kildare County Council did not apply for funding under this particular

tranche.

Local Improvement Scheme (LIS)
The LIS was reintroduced in September 2017 and over €113 million has already
been provided for works on over 3,700 roads. The additional funding announced

today will bring that total to almost €130 million.

Eligible Roads

Eligible roads under the Local Improvement Scheme are:

e Non-public roads that provide access to parcels of agricultural land, or provide
access for harvesting purposes (including turf or seaweed) for two or more
persons.; or

¢ Non-public roads leading to important community amenities such as

graveyards, beaches, piers, mountains, etc.

Non Eligible Roads
Non-eligible roads include:
e Roads serving only houses or buildings occupied or used by persons not

engaged in agriculture, and

e Roads leading to commercial enterprises

Local contribution

The financial contribution provided by the household/landowner is set at:



- 10% of the estimated cost for eligible roads with up to and including 5
households/landowners, and

- 15% for those roads with 6 or more households/landowners.

The maximum amount that any household/landowner is required to contribute is
capped at €1,200.



