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Minister Calleary announces €8.7 million for 221 outdoor recreation projects

e Continued investment in recreational facilities such as walking trails, cycleways, water-
based amenities and mountain access routes through the Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS)

e Directly supports the ambition of the National Outdoor Recreation Strategy ‘Embracing
Ireland’s Outdoors’

During a visit to the Warren Way trail in County Sligo, Minister for Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD, has today (Thursday, 14 August 2025) announced
€8.7 million to deliver 221 recreational based projects nationwide through the Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS).

The funding announced today is in respect of Measure 1 (small scale repair and development of
recreational infrastructure) and the Project Development Measure of the Scheme. Further
announcements in respect of Measures 2 and 3 of the Scheme will be made later this year.

The 221 projects announced today cover every county and include enhancement works on walking
and cycling trails, improvements to signage, provision of parking and trail furniture, and support for
the marketing and promotion of our outdoor recreational facilities.

Among the projects being funded include walking trails, mountain access routes and outdoor
swimming amenities such as:

e County Donegal — Dungloe: To improve and enhance the Dungloe River and Cope Mountain
Looped Walk - €40,000.



e County Kerry — MacGillycuddy Reeks: To carry out works on the Caher Mountain trail in the
MacGillycuddy Reeks - €39,870.

¢ County Wicklow ~ Wicklow: Installation of a Sea-Trac system in Wicklow Harbour to create
independent swimming access for those with a physical disability - €40,000.

e County Mayo - Lahardane: Development of a trail from the Titanic Park in Lahardane
towards Nephin car park - €40,000.

e County Monaghan - Lough Muckno: Phase Il of the Lough Muckno sensory area and
inclusive outdoor recreation space - €40,000.

e County Sligo — Warren Way: Trailhead surfacing and trail resurfacing on the Warren Way -
€40,000.

e County Clare — Scariff River: Detailed design preparation for planning of a canoe trail, slalom
course and whitewater rafting centre on the river Scariff.

e County Limerick — Ballylanders: Screening and consultations to develop off-road connection
between Griston Bog and Ballylanders. - €50,000.

Speaking today, Minister Calleary said:

“Investment in the outdoors is so important to us all from a physical and mental health perspective. |
am very happy to be making this announcement today which will see over a wide range of capital
projects developed and delivered all across the country, adding to our already impressive outdoor
recreation offering.

“The Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme continues to deliver on the commitments in Our
Rural Future and the National Outdoor Recreation Strategy, ‘Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors’, and
builds on unprecedented levels of investment in the sector in recent years.”

Speaking at the announcement, Minister of State with special responsibility for Community
Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer T.D., said:

“I very much welcome today’s announcement which sees a further 221 projects brought to fruition
through the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme. Funding provided under this scheme
continues to deliver and enhance our recreational offering which is of huge importance to us from a
community wellbeing perspective, as well as being a catalyst for tourism in rural areas.



“I want to commend the various community groups who collaborate with key stakeholders to develop
and enhance recreational amenities in their locality.”

Minister Calleary concluded by saying:

“I have seen firsthand the significant difference investments under this fund have made. I recently
attended the national outdoor recreation conference in Limerick, and it was clear that all of the key
stakeholders are working together to develop and enhance this vitally important sector in a
sustainable and inclusive manner. As Minister with responsibility for this area, | am committed to
continuing to develop and grow our recreational amenities.

“I want to congratulate the successful applicants announced today and | look forward to announcing
the larger scale projects under measures 2 and 3 of the 2024/25 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme in the coming months.”

Details of the 221 projects announced today are available here. Below are the Waterford
Allocations:

Waterford Allocations

Waterford | Waterford City & Ardmore pier and Boat | Upgrade of €40,000
County Council cove Ardmore pier and
Boat cove to
facilitate access
for sea swimming

Waterford | Waterford City & Beach access route at Improvement of | €40,000
County Council Crooke walking route and
provision of safe
access onto the
beach to
complete a
walking loop
between Passage
East and Crooke

Waterford | Waterford City & Dunmore East woods - | Upgrade works to | €39,510
County Council new trail section at the existing

informal trail




Lacey's wood

through Lacey's
Wood section of
woodland to the
north of Dunmore
East

Waterford | Waterford City & Promotion of outdoor | To highlight the €40,000
County Council recreation in range of outdoor
Waterford recreation
opportunities and
experiences in
County Waterford
Waterford | Waterford City & Waterford Greenway Repair and €40,000
County Council play trail upgrade upgrade of
Crooked Bridge
Play and Amenity
Area at Crooked
Bridge,
Garrynageragh
East
Waterford | Waterford Leader Enhancing outdoor Installation and €39,848
Partnership CLG accessibility and upgrade of multi-
biodiversity measures | access
on the Anne Valley infrastructure on
Walk the Anne Valley
walk
Waterford | Waterford Leader Improving Accessibility | Repairing trail €34,376
Partnership CLG on the Ramp Boreen erosion,
improving
drainage, and
clearing
vegetation for
better
accessibility on
the Ramp Boreen
Waterford | Waterford Leader Reroute of St. Declan’s | Reroute St. €39,998
Partnership CLG. Way off-road via St. Declan’s Way
Declan’s Well, through St.

Monalummery

Declan’s Well and
boreens,
reopening 1.4km




of off-road paths

Waterford
Total

€313,732

ENDS

Contact:

The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht Press Office

01-773 6843 / 086 4618285

Press.office@drcdg.gov.ie

gov.ie/drcdg | X | Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn |Threads | Bluesky | WhatsApp | YouTube

Note to editors:

2024/25 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme

The Scheme is administered at a local level by local authorities and local development companies. It
will prioritise projects which have evidence of strong community engagement. Examples of activities

which applicants should have in mind when submitting applications for the 2024/25 Outdoor

Recreation Infrastructure Scheme {ORIS) include:

Land-Based Water-Based Air-Based
Walking Canoeing/ Kayaking/SUP Paragliding
Hillwalking/Hiking Rowing Hang-gliding

Leisure Cycling

Open Water Swimming including Tidal
Pools




Mountain Biking Surfing

Equestrian Trails Coasteering

Trail/Off-road Running Wind surfing/Kite Surfing/SUP
Orienteering Sailing

Bouldering, Scrambling, Rock Diving

Climbing, Mountaineering

ORIS 2024/25 provides funding as follows:
e Measurel-
o Small scale repair/development/promotion and marketing.
o Funding of up to €40,000 at a 90% rate of aid.
¢ Measure 2 -
o Medium scale repair/upgrade and new trail/amenity development.
o Funding of up to €200,000 at a 90% rate of aid.
e Measure 3 —
o Large scale repair/upgrade and new strategic trail/amenity development

o Funding of up to €500,000 at a 90% rate of aid

Project Development Measure —

o Detailed development of projects which would enable them to reach a standard for
application under Measure 2 or Measure 3 of ORIS.

o Funding of up to €50,000 at a 90% rate of aid.

Details of previous successful projects under ORIS can be found here.

The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht




The expanded Department is now known as the Department of Rural and Community Development
and the Gaeltacht.

The Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD leads the
Department and is supported by the Minister of State with Responsibility for Community
Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD.
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Déardaoin, an 14 Lanasa 2025

An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe

agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta
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Fégraionn an tAire Calleary €8.7 milliin do 221 tionscadal dineasa lasmuigh

e Infheistiocht leantnach in diseanna dineasa ar nés conairi sitil, bealai rothaiochta,
diseanna uiscebhunaithe agus bealai rochtana sléibhe trid an Scéim Infreastruchtur
Aineasa Allamuigh (SIAA)

e Tacaionn sé go direach le huaillmhian na Straitéise Naisitinta Aineasa Allamuigh ‘Ag
Glacadh le Saol na hEireann faoin Aer’

Inniu, Déardaoin, an 14 Lanasa 2025, le linn cuairte ar chonair an Bhairinigh i gContae Shligigh,
d’fhogair an tAire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta, Dara Calleary TD, €8.7 milliun chun
221 tionscadal ineasa a sheachadadh ar fud na tire trid an Scéim Infreastruchtur Aineasa Allamuigh
(SIAA).

T4 an maoiniu a fégraiodh inniu i leith Beart 1 (deisiu agus forbairt infreastruchtdr dineasa ar scala
beag) agus Beart Forbartha Tionscadail na Scéime. Déanfar tuilleadh fégrai maidir le Bearta 2 agus 3
den Scéim nios déanai i mbliana.



Cludaionn na 221 tionscadal a fégraiodh inniu gach contae agus diritear leo oibreacha feabhsuchain
ar chosain sidil agus rothaiochta, feabhsuithe ar chomharthaiocht, solathar pdircedla agus troscain
cosain, agus tacaiocht do mhargaiocht agus do chur chun cinn @r n-diseanna dineasa lasmuigh.

I measc na dtionscadal ata 8 maoiniu ta conairi siil, bealai rochtana sléibhe agus diseanna snamha
lasmuigh ar nés:

e Contae Dhun na nGall — An Clochan Liath: Chun Abhainn an Chlochain Léith agus Siuléid
Labtha na Sléibhe a fheabhsu - €40,000.

e Contae Chiarrai — Na Cruacha Dubha: Chun oibreacha a dhéanambh ar chosdn Shliabh na
Cathrach sna Cruacha Dubha - €39,870.

e Contae Chill Mhantain — Cill Mhantain: Suitedil choras Sea-Trac i gcuan Chill Mhant&in chun
rochtain snamha neamhspleach a chruthi déibh siud atd faoi mhichumas fisiciuil - €40,000.

e Contae Mhaigh Eo - Leathardan: Forbairt conaire 6 Phairc Titanic i Leathardan i dtreo
charrchlds Néifinne - €40,000.

e Contae Mhuineachdin — Loch Mhucnu: Céim Il de limistéar céadfach Loch Mhucni agus spés
aineasa lasmuigh cuimsitheach - €40,000.

o Contae Shligigh — Sli an Bhairinigh: Dromchld ceann conaire agus athdhromchld conaire ar
Shli an Bhairinigh - €40,000.

e Contae an Chldir — Abhainn na Scairbhe: Ulimhuchan dearadh mionsonraithe le haghaidh
pleanail conair cand, cursa slaléim agus ionad raftdla uisce ban ar abhainn na Scairbhe.

e Contae Luimnigh — Baile an Londraigh: Scagthdstail agus comhairlitichdin chun nasc
easbhéthair a fhorbairt idir Portach na gCriostinach agus Baile an Londraigh. - €50,000.

Ag labhairt inniu, duirt an tAire Calleary:

“Td infheistiocht in diseanna dinéasa thar a bheith tdbhachtach duinn go éir 6 thaobh na sidinte
coirp agus meabhrach de. Td an-dthas orm an fégra seo a dhéanamh inniu ina ndéanfar réimse
leathan tionscadal caipitil a fhorbairt agus a sheachadadh ar fud na tire, ag cur lendr dtairiscint
dineasa faoin aer atd suntasach cheana féin.

“Leanann an Scéim Infreastruchtir Aineasa Allamuigh de bheith ag comhlionadh na ngealitanas in Ar
dTodhchai Tuaithe agus sa Straitéis Ndisiunta Aineasa Allamuigh, ‘Ag Glacadh le Saol na hEireann



faoin Aer’, agus tégann si ar leibhéil infheistiochta nach bhfacthas riamh cheana san earndil le
blianta beaga anuas.”

Ag labhairt ag an bhfégra, dirt an tAire Stait le freagracht speisialta as Forbairt Pobail agus
Carthanachtai, Jerry Buttimer T.D.:

“Cuirim fdilte mhor roimh fhégra 221 tionscadal breise d dtabhairt chun criche trid an Scéim
Infreastruchtur Aineasa Allamuigh. Leanann an maoinid a chuirtear ar fdil faoin Scéim seo de bheith
ag soldthar agus ag feabhsu dr dtairiscint ineasa, rud atd thar a bheith tdbhachtach ddinn 6 thaobh
folldine an phobail de, chomh maith le turasdireacht faoin tuath a spreagadh.

“Molaim na gripai pobail éagsula a chomhoibrionn le pdirtithe leasmhara tdbhachtacha chun
diseanna dineasa a fhorbairt agus a fheabhsu ina gceantar ditidil.”

Mar fhocal scoir, duairt an tAire Calleary:

“Chonaic mé féin an difriocht shuntasach a dhéanann infheistiocht faoin gCiste seo. D’fhreastail mé le
déanai ar an gcomhdhdil ndisiinta dineasa lasmuigh i Luimneach, agus bhi sé soiléir go bhfuil na
pdirtithe leasmhara tdbhachtacha go léir ag obair le chéile chun an earndil rithdbhachtach seo a
fhorbairt agus a fheabhsu ar bhealach inbhuanaithe agus cuimsitheach. Mar Aire atd freagrach as an
réimse seo, tdim tiomanta do leanuint ar aghaidh ag forbairt agus ag fds dr n-diseanna dineasa.

“Déanaim comhghairdeas leis na hiarrataséiri rathdla a fégraiodh inniu agus tdim ag tndth le fogairt
na dtionscadal nios mé faoi bhearta 2 agus 3 de Scéim Infreastruchtur Aineasa Allamuigh 2024/25
sna mionna amach romhainn.”

T4 sonrai na 221 tionscadal a fograiodh inniu ar fail anseo.
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Nétai don Eagarthoir:

Scéim Infreastruchtur Aineasa Allamuigh 2024/25

Riarann udardis aitiula agus cuideachtai forbartha dititla an Scéim ar leibhéal itiGil. Tabharfar tus

dite do thionscadail a bhfuil fianaise iontu ar rannphairtiocht Ididir 6n bpobal. | measc na samplai de
ghniomhaiochtai ar cheart d’iarratasdiri a bheith i gcuimhne acu agus iarratais & gcur isteach acu don
Scéim Infreastruchtar Aineasa Allamuigh (SIAA) 2024/25 t&:

Bunaithe ar an Talamh

Bunaithe ar an Uisce

Bunaithe san Aer

Sial

Canuail/Cadhcail/SUP

Parafaoileoireacht

Cnocaddireacht/Siuléireacht

Réamhaiocht

Faoileoireacht
foluana

Rothaiocht Féilliochta

Snambh in Uisce Oscailte lena n-diritear
Linnte Taoide

Rothaiocht Sléibhe

Surfail

Conairi Marcaiochta

Treoddireacht Chdsta

Rith Conaire/Easbhdthair

Surfail gaoithe/Surfail eitleoige/SUP

Treoddireacht

Seoltdireacht

Bollandireacht, Scraimbil,
Ailleaddireacht, Sléibhteoireacht

Tumadadireacht

Soldthraitear maoinit Scéim 2024/25 mar seo a leanas:

e Beartl-

o Deisit/forbairt/cur chun cinn agus margaiocht ar scala beag.

o Maoinid suas le €40,000 ag rata ciunaimh 90%.




e Beart2-
o Deisiti/uasghrddi meanmhéide agus forbairt conaire/diseanna nua.
o Maoiniu suas le €200,000 ag rata ciinaimh 90%.
e Beart3-
o Deisiti/uasghradd ar scala mér agus forbairt conaire/adiseanna straitéiseacha nua
o Maoinit suas le €500,000 ag rata cinaimh 90%.
e Beart Forbartha Tionscadail -

o Forbairt mhionsonraithe tionscadal a chuirfeadh ar a gcumas caighdedn a bhaint amach
le haghaidh iarratais faoi Bheart 2 né Beart 3 den Scéim.

o Maoinid suas le €50,000 ag rata cunaimh 90%.

Is féidir sonrai faoi thionscadail rathudla roimhe seo faoin Scéim a fhail anseo.

An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta
Tugtar an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta ar an Roinn mhéadaithe anois.

Is é an tAire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus na Gaeltachta, Dara Calleary TD, ata i gceannas ar an
Roinn agus tacaionn an tAire Stdit atd Freagrach as Forbairt Pobail agus Carthanachtai, Jerry Buttimer
TD, leis.






