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Minister of State Jerry Buttimer hosts Stakeholder Consultation on the development of a
new strategy to support the community and voluntary sector

Minister of State with responsibility for Community Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD,
today (Wednesday, 23" July 2025) hosted a stakeholder consultation event in Tullamore

for organisations across the community and voluntary sector to contribute to the development of
a new strategy to support the sector.

The event follows the announcement earlier this month by Minister Buttimer of a public consultation
on the development of a new whole-of-government strategy as a successor to the current

strategy: Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities: A five-year strategy to support the
community and voluntary sector in Ireland 2019-2024, which was extended into 2025.

The new strategy will look to build upon the structures, achievements and objectives of ‘Sustainable,
Inclusive and Empowered Communities’ for the upcoming period 2026 — 2030.

The stakeholder consultation event was attended by 100 representatives of local and community
development organisations, as well as representatives of Public Participation Networks and local
authorities.

Opening the consultation event, Minister Buttimer said:

“As Minister with special responsibility for Community Development and Charities, it is my privilege to
lead on the development of a successor strategy that will take us to the period of 2030. It will build up



upon the existing structures, strategic objectives and achievements of the previous strategy, while
taking account of new contexts, challenges and priorities for the community and voluntary sector.

“The process of developing the new strategy will be rooted in the agreed set of values and principles
for collaboration and partnership working with the community and voluntary sector at national and
local level. These provide a foundation for all consultation, collaboration and partnership working
between the community and voluntary sector and central and local government.

“The new strategy will further strengthen engagement and the relationship and partnership between
Government and the community and voluntary sector, which has significantly developed over the last
number of years.”

The event was also addressed by Mary Hurley, Secretary General of the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht, who acknowledged the vital role played by the sector in
Ireland and highlighted the many achievements of the previous strategy, which were delivered in
partnership with the community and voluntary sector.

The development of the new strategy will be led by the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht, in collaboration with the Cross-Sectoral Group on local and
community development. The Department will engage with national and local government and key
stakeholders from the community and voluntary sector.

The new strategy will set out clear objectives, and specific actions to be implemented in a
collaborative manner.
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Notes to editor:

Sustainable, Inclusive and Empowered Communities: A five-year strategy to support the
community and voluntary sector in Ireland 2019-2024

The five-year strategy to support the community and voluntary sector in Ireland set out a long-term
vision for our communities in Ireland. It set a general direction of travel for government policy in
relation to the community development, local development and the community and voluntary
sectors for the coming decade. The Strategy was co-produced by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Central and Local Government colleagues, and the
community and voluntary sectors. The current strategy is available for viewing on gov.ie

The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht

The Department of Rural and Community Development is now known as The Department of Rural
and Community Development and the Gaeltacht. Our Minister’s titles are Minister for Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD and Minister of State with
Responsibility for Community Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD. The above titles should
be used when referring to the Department and Ministers going forward.

You are receiving this press release as you are currently subscribed to the Department of Rural and
Community Development’s media list.



If you no longer wish to receive emails of this nature from the Department you can unsubscribe by
responding to this email address with the word “unsubscribe” in the subject-line and we will
endeavour to remove your email address from our database.
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Ostélann an tAire Stait Jerry Buttimer Comhairlitichan le Pairtithe Leasmhara
maidir le forbairt straitéise nua chun tacu leis an earndil phobail agus dheonach

Inniu, an 23 Idil, d'6stail an tAire Stdit atd freagrach as Forbairt Phobail agus Carthanachtai, Jerry
Buttimer TD, imeacht comhairlidchdin le pdirtithe leasmhara i dTulach Mhér i gcomhair eagraiochtai
ar fud na hearnala pobail agus deonai chun cur le forbairt straitéise nua chun tacd leis an earnail.

Redchtaladh an t-imeacht seo tar éis fogra a rinne an tAire Buttimer ni ba luaithe an mhi seo faoi
chombhairlidchan poibli maidir le forbairt straitéise uile-rialtais nua mar chomharba ar an straitéis
reatha: Pobail Inbhuanaithe, Chuimsitheacha agus Chumhachtaithe: Straitéis cuig bliana chun tact
leis an earndil phobail agus dheonach in Eirinn 2019-2024, a sineadh go dti 2025.

Sa straitéis nua, beifear ag iarraidh cur le struchtuir, éachtai agus cuspéiri Phobail Inbhuanaithe,
Chuimsitheacha agus Chumhachtaithe don tréimhse ata le teacht 2026 — 2030.



D’fhreastail 100 ionadai 6 eagraiochtai forbartha &ititla agus pobail, chomh maith le hionadaithe 6
Lionrai Rannphdirtiochta Poibli agus Udarais aitidla, ar an imeacht comhairliachdin le pairtithe

leasmhara.

Ag oscailt an imeachta comhairlitichdin, duirt an tAire Buttimer:

"Mar Aire le freagracht speisialta as Forbairt Phobail agus Carthanachtai, is mér an ondir domsa
ceannaireacht a dhéanamh ar fhorbairt straitéise comharba a thabharfaidh sinn go tréimhse 2030.
Sa straitéis seo, togfar ar na struchttir atd ann cheana féin, ar na cuspdiri straitéiseacha agus ar
éachtai na straitéise roimhe seo, agus comhthéacsanna, dishldin agus tosaiochtai nua don phobal
agus don earndil dheonach d gcur san direamh.

“Beidh proiseas forbartha na straitéise nua fréamhaithe sa tsraith luachanna agus prionsabal
comhaontaithe maidir le comhoibriu agus comhphdirtiocht leis an bpobal agus leis an earndil
dheonach ar an leibhéal ndisitnta agus ditivil. Soldthraitear iontu seo bunus do gach comhairliichdn,
combhoibriti agus comhphdirtiocht idir an pobal agus an earndil dheonach agus an rialtas Idir agus
daitidil.

“Forbraiodh an rannphdirtiocht agus an caidreamh agus an chomhphdirtiocht idir an Rialtas agus an
pobal agus an earndil dheonach go suntasach le roinnt blianta anuas, agus bainfear dsdid as an

straitéis nua chun iad seo a nearti.”

Labhair Mary Hurley, Ard-Rinai an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta, ag an
imeacht chomh maith. D’aithin si an rél rithdbhachtach ata ag an earnail in Eirinn agus leag si béim ar
na héachtai iomadula a bhain leis an straitéis roimhe seo, a seachadadh i gcomhphairtiocht leis an
earnail phobail agus dheonach.

Beidh forbairt na straitéise nua faoi stidir an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta, i
gcomhar leis an nGripa Tras-Earndla um fhorbairt aititil agus phobail. Beidh an Roinn i mbun oibre
leis an rialtas ndisiunta agus &itiuil agus le pdirtithe leasmhara tabhachtacha 6n earnail phobail agus
dheonach.

Sa straitéis nua leagfar amach cuspdiri soiléire, agus gniomhartha sonracha a chuirfear i bhfeidhm ar
bhealach comhoibrioch.
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Notai don Eagarthéir:

Pobail Inbhuanaithe, Chuimsitheacha agus Chumhachtaithe: Straitéis cuig bliana chun tacu leis an
earndil phobail agus dheonach in Eirinn 2019-2024

Sa straitéis cuig bliana chun tacu leis an earnail phobail agus dheonach in Eirinn, leagadh amach fis
fhadtéarmach dar bpobail in Eirinn. Leagadh treo gineardlta amach inti do bheartas an rialtais i ndail
le forbairt phobail, forbairt ditidil agus na hearndlacha pobail agus deonacha do na deich mbliana ata
romhainn. Chuir an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta, comhghleacaithe an
Rialtais Lair agus Aitiuil, agus na hearnalacha pobail agus deonacha an Straitéis i dtoll a chéile. Is
féidir an straitéis reatha a [éamh ar gov.ie

An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta

Anois is € ainm nua na Roinne Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail nd an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus
Pobail agus Gaeltachta. Is iad na teidil ata ag ar mbeirt Airi na an tAire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail
agus Gaeltachta, Dara Calleary TD agus an tAire Stdit le Freagracht as Forbairt Pobail agus Carthanas,
Jerry Buttimer TD. Ba cheart Usdid a bhaint as na teidil thuas agus tagairt 4 déanamh don Roinn agus
do na hAiri as seo amach.

Ta an preasrditeas seo d fhdil agat mar go bhfuil ti ar liosta medn na Roinne Forbartha Tuaithe agus
Pobadil faoi ldthair.

Mura mian leat riomhphoist den chinedl seo a fhdil 6n Roinn a thuilleadh, is féidir leat diliostdil tri
fhreagairt chuig an seoladh riomhphoist seo leis an bhfocal “diliostdil” sa line dbhair agus déanfaimid
do sheoladh riomhphoist a bhaint ddr mbunachar sonrai.



