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Minister Calleary announces €14m in additional funding to Local Authorities for upgrade works on
rural roads and laneways under the Local Improvement Scheme

e  Minister confirms distribution of additional €14 million funding for 2025

e Funding increases the total budget under the Local Improvement Scheme for 2025 to €30
million

e Investment will improve access to rural homes, farms and outdoor amenities

Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD, has today,
(Thursday, 7" August) announced a further €14 million investment in our rural roads and laneways.

The allocation represents a significant increase to the 2025 funding available under the Local
Improvement Scheme (LIS) — bringing the overall investment to a record €30 million for the year.

The Local Improvement Scheme is designed to support the continued improvement of non-public
roads in rural communities and improves access to rural homes and farms, as well as outdoor
amenities such as our lakes, rivers, mountains and beaches.

These roads and laneways are not normally maintained by locally authorities, however they
represent a vital piece of infrastructure for rural residents.

The allocation of additional funding comes following engagement between the Department of Rural
and Community Development and the Gaeltacht and local authorities.

The county allocations are based on the level of works that each local authority indicated they could
complete before the end of the year and represent the Minister’s commitment to increasing funding

for our rural roads.



The LIS scheme was re-introduced in 2017 and to date, over 20,000 landowners and rural residents
have benefitted, with over 4,800 roads upgraded under the Scheme.

Announcing the additional funding, Minister Calleary said:

“I am delighted to have secured a further €14 million for the Scheme which almost doubles our
investment this year. The €30 million which | have made available to our local authorities this year
represents the highest annual funding level since the scheme was re-introduced.

“This additional funding demonstrates my commitment to improving connectivity for rural residents —
whether it be access to homes, farms or outdoor amenities.”

Under LIS, local authorities are responsible for identifying and prioritising roads for improvement
works under the scheme, in consultation with residents/landowners.

The works must be completed before the end of the year.
The Minister continued:

“I am very much aware of the need to support this scheme and the demand that is apparent across
our local authorities.

“Over the coming months, my Department officials will work closely with local authorities to ensure
that this funding is fully delivered this year to improve our non-public rural roads and laneway

“The Programme for Government commits to increasing the Government’s investment in our rural
roads through the Local Improvement Scheme. With this additional funding under the Local
Improvement Scheme this year, we will have invested almost €184 million in upgrading rural roads
and laneways across the country since 2017.”

Details of the allocation to each County under this additional funding and the total allocations for
2025 are set out below.
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Notes to editor:



The LIS was reintroduced in September 2017 and almost €170 million has already been provided for
works on over 4,800 roads. The additional funding announced this year will bring that total to
approximately €184 million.

Eligible Roads
Eligible roads under the Local Improvement Scheme are:

e Non- public roads providing access to parcels of land, of which, two or more are owned or
occupied by different persons, one of which must be for agricultural/harvesting purposes,
and

e Non-public roads leading to important community amenities such as graveyards, beaches,
piers, mountains, etc.

Non-Eligible Roads
Non-eligible roads include:

e Roads serving only houses or buildings occupied or used by persons not engaged in
Agriculture, and

e Roads leading to commercial enterprises.

2025 Local Improvement Scheme Allocations Including Tranche 2 announced August 2025

County 2025 LIS 2025 | Total 2025
Original Supplementary . allocation
Allocation allocation
Carlow €373,479 €328,537 €702,016
Cavan €519,476 €662,498 €1,181,974
Clare €869,901 €788,498 €1,658,399
Cork €1,163,479 €1,167,898 €2,331,377
Donegal €1,123,479 €1,268,698 €2,392,177
Galway €1,273,479 €843,137 €2,116,616
Kerry €1,023,479 €1,202,000 €2,225,479
Kildare €464,765 €102,097 €566,862
Kilkenny €552,025 €264,537 €816,562
Laois €470,536 €561,698 €1,032,234




Leitrim €373,479 €528,098 €901,577
Limerick €709,694 €700,298 €1,409,992
Longford €373,479 €370,996 €744,475
Louth €373,479 €364,298 €737,777
Mayo €1,073,479 €504,537 €1,578,016
Meath €548,771 €286,016 €834,787
Monaghan €373,479 €588,297 €961,776
Offaly €535,404 €515,497 €1,050,901
Roscommon | €661,677 N/A €661,677
Sligo €507,776 €321,645 €829,421
Tipperary €1,023,479 €795,500 €1,818,979
Waterford €502,162 €535,098 €1,037,260
Westmeath €498,238 €463,437 €961,675
Wexford €619,900 €560,298 €1,180,198
Wicklow €541,406 €276,387 €817,793
Totals €16,550,000 | €14,000,000 €30,550,000

The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht

The Department of Rural and Community Development is now known as The Department of Rural
and Community Development and the Gaeltacht. Our Minister’s titles are Minister for Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD and Minister of State with
Responsibility for Community Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD. The above titles should
be used when referring to the Department and Ministers going forward.
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agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta
Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht

Fégraionn an tAire Calleary €14m i maoinid breise do na hUdarais Aitiula le haghaidh oibreacha
uasghradaithe ar bhéithre tuaithe agus ldnai faoin Scéim Feabhsuchain Aitidil

e Deimhnionn an tAire ddileadh maoinithe breise €14 mhilliun do 2025

e Méadaionn an maoiniu an buiséad iomldn faoin Scéim Feabhstichdin Aitidil do 2025 go €30

milliun

e Feabhséidh infheistiocht rochtain ar thithe tuaithe, feirmeacha agus diseanna lasmuigh

Inniu (Déardaoin, an 7 Lunasa) d’fhdgair an tAire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus na Gaeltachta,
Dara Calleary TD, infheistiocht bhreise €14 mhilliGin indr mbéithre agus lanai tuaithe.

Is méad suntasach é an leithdhdileadh ar an maoinit até ar fail faoin Scéim Feabhstchain Aititil do
2025 - rud a thugann an infheistiocht iomldn suas go dti €30 milliin don bhliain, an lion ab airde

riamh.

Dearadh an Scéim Feabhstichain Aitidil chun tacu le feabhsu leandnach béithre neamhphoibli i
bpobail thuaithe agus feabhsaitear leis rochtain ar thithe agus ar fheirmeacha tuaithe, chomh maith
le haiseanna lasmuigh ar nds ar lochanna, ar n-aibhneacha, ar sléibhte agus ar dtranna.

De ghnath ni dhéanann udarais &ititla cothabhail ar na boithre agus na lanai seo, ach is piosa
rithdbhachtach bonneagair iad do mhuintir na tuaithe.

Tagann an leithdhaileadh maoinithe breise i ndiaidh rannphairtiochta idir an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe
agus Pobail agus udardis aititla agus na Gaeltachta.

Bunaiodh na leithdhdilti contae ar an leibhéal oibreacha a léirigh gach tdaras aitiuil a d’fhéadfaidis a
chriochnt roimh dheireadh na bliana agus léirionn siad tiomantas an Aire chun maoinit a mhéadu
dar mbéithre tuaithe.

Athbhunaiodh an Scéim in 2017 agus go dti seo, td breis is 20,000 Ginéir talin agus cénaitheoir
tuaithe tar éis leas a bhaint aisti, agus uasghradaiodh breis is 4800 béthar faoin Scéim.

Agus an maoiniu breise a fhogairt aige, duirt an tAire Calleary:



“Ta athas orm €14 milliin breise a fhéil don Scéim, rud a mhéadaionn dr n-infheistiocht i mbliana faoi
dho, beagnach. Is ionann an €30 milliin a chuir mé ar fdil dér n-adardis ditidla i mbliana agus an
leibhéal maoinithe bliantuil ab airde 6 athbhunaiodh an Scéim.

“Léiritear sa mhaoiniu breise seo mo thiomantas chun nascacht a fheabhsi do mhuintir na tuaithe —
biodh sé ina rochtain ar thithe, ar fheirmeacha né ar diseanna lasmuigh.”

Ta udarais ditidla freagrach as boithre a aithint agus tosaiocht a thabhairt doibh le haghaidh
oibreacha feabhsuchdin faoin Scéim, i gcomhairle le conaitheoiri/Ginéiri taltn.

Ni mdr na hoibreacha a chur i gcrich roimh dheireadh na bliana.
Lean an tAire ar aghaidh:

“Tuigim go rimhaith an gd atd le taci leis an Scéim seo agus an t-éileamh atd le feicedil ar fud dr n-
udards aitiail.

“Le linn na mionna amach romhainn, oibreoidh oifigigh mo Roinne go dltth le hudardis dititla chun a
chinntii go seachadfar an maoinii seo go hiomlidn i mbliana chun dr mbdéithre tuaithe agus dr ldnaf
neamhphoibli a fheabhst.

“Geallann cldr an Rialtais infheistiocht an Rialtais indr mbéithre tuaithe a mhéadu trid an Scéim
Feabhstchdin Aitidil. Leis an maoiniu breise seo faoin Scéim Feabhstchdin Aititil i mbliana,
chuireamar infheistiocht beagnach €184 milliun in uasghrddd béithre agus ldnai tuaithe ar fud na tire
62017

Leagtar amach thios sonrai an leithdhailte do gach Contae faoin maoiniu breise seo agus na
leithdhailti iomlana do 2025.
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Notai don Eagarthéir:

Tugadh an Scéim Feabhstchdin Aitidil ar ais i Me&n Fémhair 2017 agus cuireadh beagnach €170
millian ar fail cheana féin le haghaidh oibreacha ar bhreis is 4800 béthar. Tabharfaidh an maoinia
breise a fégraiodh i mbliana an t-iomlan sin suas go dti thart ar €184 milliun.

Boithre Inchdilithe

Is iad seo a leanas na béithre inchdilithe faoin Scéim Feabhstchain Aitidil:



e Boithre neamhphoibli ar a solathraitear rochtain ar phiosai talin, agus dha cheann no nios
mo diobh faoi tinéireacht né &itiu ag daoine éagsula, agus caithfidh ceann acu a bheith chun
criocha talmhaiochta/fomhair, agus

e Boithre neamhphoibli a théann chuig diseanna tabhachtacha pobail amhail reiligi, tranna,
céanna, sléibhte, srl.

Béithre Neamh-Inchailithe
| measc na mbéithre neamhinchailithe ta:

e Boithre a fhreastalaionn ar thithe né ar fhoirgnimh amhadin ata aitithe né in Usaid ag daoine
nach bhfuil ag gabhail don Talmhaiocht, agus

e Boithre a théann chuig fiontair thrachtdla.

Leithdhailti na Scéime Feabhstichain Aititil (SFA) 2025, le Triinse 2 a fégraiodh i Linasa 2025 san
direamh

Contae Leithdhdileadh | Leithdhdileadh | Leithdhaileadh
Bunaidh SFA | Forliontach 2025 | lomlén 2025
2025
Ceatharlach | €373,479 €328,537 €702,016
An Cabhan | €519,476 €662,498 €1,181,974
An Clar €869,901 €788,498 €1,658,399
Corcaigh €1,163,479 €1,167,898 €2,331,377
Dan na nGall | €1,123,479 €1,268,698 €2,392,177
Gaillimh €1,273,479 €843,137 €2,116,616
Ciarrai €1,023,479 €1,202,000 €2,225,479
Cill Dara €464,765 €102,097 €566,862
Cill Chainnigh | €552,025 €264,537 €816,562
Laois €470,536 €561,698 €1,032,234
Liatroim €373,479 €528,098 €901,577
Luimneach | €709,694 €700,298 €1,409,992




Longfort €373,479 €370,996 €744,475
LG €373,479 €364,298 €737,777
Maigh Eo €1,073,479 €504,537 €1,578,016
An Mhi €548,771 €286,016 €834,787
Muineachan | €373,479 €588,297 €961,776
Uibh Fhaili €535,404 €515,497 €1,050,901
Ros Comain €661,677 N/A €661,677
Sligeach €507,776 €321,645 €829,421
Tiobraid €1,023,479 €795,500 €1,818,979
Arann

Port Lairge €502,162 €535,098 €1,037,260
An larmhi €498,238 €463,437 €961,675
Loch Garman | €619,900 €560,298 €1,180,198
Cilt Mhantain | €541,406 €276,387 €817,793
lomlan €16,550,000 €14,000,000 €30,550,000

An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta

Anois is é ainm nua na Roinne Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail nd an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus
Pobail agus Gaeltachta. Is iad na teidil atd ag ar mbeirt Airi na an tAire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail
agus Gaeltachta, Dara Calleary TD agus an tAire Stdit le Freagracht as Forbairt Pobail agus Carthanas,
Jerry Buttimer TD. Ba cheart dsaid a bhaint as na teidil thuas agus tagairt 4 déanamh don Roinn agus
do na hAiri as seo amach.



