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Subject: Minister Calleary announces €17.5 million to Local Authorities for Local

Improvement Scheme (LIS) / Preasraiteas: €17.5 milliin fégartha ag an Aire
Calleary d'Udaréis Aititila i gcomhair na Scéime Feabhstichéin Aititla (SFA)

Dear Chair and members of the LCDC/LAG,
Please see media release below.

[ would highlight the Co. Waterford allocation of €506,930.00

Media release

Wednesday, 25 February 2026

An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe

agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta
Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht

Minister Calleary announces €17.5 million to Local Authorities for Local

Improvement Scheme (LIS)

o LIS providing funding to upgrade rural roads and laneways
e €2 million increase secured in Budget 2026
e Essential funding to improve road access to homes and farms in rural areas

e Ringfenced funding to upgrade eligible roads on our offshore islands

The Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD, has
today (Wednesday, 25 February) announced the opening of the 2026 Local Improvement Scheme
(LIS) which will provide €17.55 million for repairs and improvement works on non-public rural

roads and laneways under the scheme.



This investment demonstrates the continued commitment of the Government to vital road

infrastructure in rural Ireland, providing access to people’s homes and farms.

This announcement brings to a total of over €201 million that has been allocated to local
authorities under the Scheme since it was re-introduced in 2017. The allocation of funds is for

works to be carried out in 2026 on roads not normally maintained by the local authorities
Speaking as he announced the allocations today, Minister Calleary said:

‘l am delighted to announce funding today of €17.55 million for the Local Improvement
Scheme which is an increase of €2 million which | secured in Budget 2026. This includes
over €500,000 ringfenced to be spent specifically on LIS eligible roads on our offshore

islands.

“This scheme will improve hundreds of rural roads and laneways across the country and is

a vital source of funding for non-public roads not normally maintained by local authorities.

“It's a fantastic scheme under which the homeowners and farmers who use the lane make
a small local contribution and the Government provides the balance of funding to ensure

that people can continue to access their homes and farms on good quality surfaces.”

Local authorities are responsible for identifying and prioritising roads for improvement works under

the scheme, in consultation with residents/landowners.
Minister of State Buttimer added:

‘l am delighted to see the announcement of the 2026 Local Improvement Scheme today.
As Minister for Rural Transport, | see the benefits provided to rural homeowners and
farmers through this funding, through which local authorities carry out improvement works
on rural lanes and non-public roads. | am particularly pleased to see the additional €2

million funding provided for the scheme this year.”

Minister Calleary concluded:

‘l am aware that Local Authorities need to carry out LIS works when weather conditions are

favourable and, in recognition of this, and to help local authorities better plan their work
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programmes, | am launching the scheme in February to ensure as many eligible roads as

possible can be completed this year”.

ENDS
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APPENDIX 1

Local Improvement Scheme 2026 Allocations by County

County LIS 2026 LIS Islands Total Allocation
Allocation Funding
Carlow €374,850 €374,850
Cavan €527,400 €527,400
Clare €941,790 €941,790
Cork €1,206,620 £140,000 €1,346,620
Donegal €1,134,690 €100,000 €1,234,690
Galway €1,170,380 €250,000 €1,420,380
Kerry €1,133,190 €1,133,190
Kildare €350,000 €350,000
Kilkenny €565,890 €565,890
Laois €469,530 €469,530
Leitrim €434,040 €434,040
Limerick €752,340 €752,340
Longford €380,230 €380,230
Louth €372,890 €372,890
Mayo €1,154,780 €50,000 €1,204,780
Meath €573,970 €573,970
Monaghan €385,880 €385,880
Offaly €546,240 €546,240
Roscommon €£695,560 €695,560
Sligo €501,740 €10,000 €511,740
Tipperary €1,119,280 €1,119,280
Waterford €506,930 €506,930




Westmeath €502,290 €502,290
Wexford €646,150 €646,150
Wicklow €553,340 €553,340
TOTAL €17,000,000 €550,000 €17,550,000

Notes to editors:

Local Improvement Scheme (LIS)
The Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) was reintroduced in September 2017 and almost €184
million has already been provided for works on over 5,500 roads. The additional funding

announced today will bring that total to over €201 million.

Local authorities are responsible for identifying and prioritising roads for improvement works under
the scheme, in consultation with residents/landowners. The funding provided by the Department of
Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht will be complemented by a local financial

contribution from households/landowners who are beneficiaries under the scheme.

Eligible Roads

Eligible roads under the Local Improvement Scheme are:

e non-public roads that provide access to parcels of land of which 2 or more are owned or
occupied by different persons, one of which must be for agricultural purposes;

e provide access for agricultural / harvesting purposes (including turf or seaweed) for two
or more persons.; or

e non-public roads leading to important community amenities such as graveyards,

beaches, piers, mountains, etc.

Non Eligible Roads

Non-eligible roads include:

e roads leading to commercial enterprises. Further information can be found in the

Scheme outline, published on gov.ie

Local contribution

The financial contribution provided by the household/landowner is set at:
e 10% of the estimated cost for eligible roads with up to and including five
households/landowners, and

e 15% for those roads with six or more households/landowners.



The maximum amount that any household/landowner is required to contribute is capped at €1,200

where all beneficiaries contribute.

The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht

The expanded Department is now known as the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht.

The Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD leads
the Department and is supported by the Minister of State with Responsibility for Community

Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD.

You are receiving this press release as you are currently subscribed to the Department of Rural
and Community Development and the Gaeltacht's media list.

If you no longer wish to receive emails of this nature from the Department you can unsubscribe by
responding to this email address with the word “unsubscribe” in the subject-line and we will

endeavour to remove your email address from our database.

Preasraiteas

Dé Céadaoin, 25 Feabhra 2026

An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe

agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta
Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht

€17.5 milliun fégartha ag an Aire Calleary d’Udarais Aitiala i gcomhair na
Scéime Feabhstichain Aitiala (SFA)

e SFA ag cur maoiniu ar fail chun béithre agus lanai tuaithe a uasghradu

o Méadu €2 milliun faighte i mBuiséad 2026

e Maoiniu bunriachtanach chun feabhas a chur ar rochtain bhéthair ar thithe agus
feirmeacha i gceantair thuaithe

e Maoiniu imfhalaithe chun bédithre inchailithe ar ar n-oileain amach 6n chésta a fheabhsu



Inniu (Dé Céadaoin, 25 Feabhra) d'fhdgair an tAire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta,
Dara Calleary TD, go n-osclofar Scéim Feabhstchain Aitiil (SFA) 2026 faoina gcuirfear €17.55
millian ar fail i gcomhair deisiichan agus oibreacha feabhslchain ar bhoithre agus lanai

neamhphoibli.

Léiritear leis an infheistiocht seo tiomantas leaninach an Rialtais don bhonneagar bhunriachtanach

i gceantair thuaithe na hEireann, chun rochtain ar thithe agus feirmeacha a chur ar fail.

Fagann an fégra seo gurb é an t-iomlan a leithdhaileadh ar Gdarais aititla faoin Scéim na breis is
€201 millidn 6 tugadh ar ais i in 2017. T4 an maoiniu a leithdhaileadh i gcomhair oibreacha ata le

déanamh in 2026 ar bhéithre nach ndéanann na hadarais aitiula cothabhail orthu de ghnath.

Agus é ag fogairt na leithdhailti inniu, ddirt an tAire Calleary:

“Is cuis athais dom maoinit €17.55 milliun a fhégairt inniu don Scéim Feabhstchain Aitidil,
ar méadu €2 milliun é a fuair mise i mBuiséad 2026. San aireamh, ta breis is €500,000
imfhalaithe le caitheamh ar bhéithre até inchailithe i gcomhair SFA ar ar n-oiledin amach én

chosta.

“Faoin scéim seo cuirfear feabhas ar na céadta béthar agus lana tuaithe fud fad na tire, agus
is foinse bhunriachtanach mhaoinithe i do bhoéithre neamhphoibli nach ndéanann na

hudarais aitiula cothabhail orthu de ghnath.

“Scéim iontach i faoina ndéanann uinéiri ti agus feirmeoiri a bhaineann usaid as an lana

,,,,,

go mbeidh rochtain leantunach ag daoine ar a dtithe agus a bhfeirmeacha, ar dhromchlai de

chaighdean maith”.

Ta na hudarais aititla freagrach as boithre a shainaithint agus a chur in ord tosaiochta i gcomhair

oibreacha feabhsuchain faoin scéim, i ndiaidh dul i gcomhairle leis na conaitheoiri/Uinéiri talun.

Duirt an tAire Stait Buttimer:

“Té athas orm fogra Scéim Feabhstchain Aititil 2026 a fheiceéil inniu. Mar Aire lompair

Tuaithe, feicim na buntaisti do huinéiri ti agus feirmeoiri faoin tuath trid an maoiniu seo, trina
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ndéanann Udarais aitiila oibreacha feabhstchain ar lanai tuaithe agus ar bhoithre
neamhphoibli. Ta athas ar leith orm an maoinit breise €2 milliun a cuireadh ar fail don scéim

i mbliana a fheiceail.”
Ar deireadh, duirt an tAire Calleary:
“T4 a fhios agam nach mor do na hUdaréis Aititla oibreacha SFA a dhéanamh de réir mar a

oireann an aimsir agus, mar aitheantas air seo, agus mar chabhair do na hudarais agus iad

ag pleanail a gclar oibre, taim ag seoladh na scéime i mi Feabhra chun gur féidir an lion is

mo bdithre inchailithe a chriochnu i mbliana.”

CRIOCH

Teagmbhail:

Preasoifig na Roinne Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta
01-773 6843 / 086 4618285

Press.office@drcdg.gov.ie

gov.ie/drcdg | X | Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn |Threads | Bluesky | WhatsApp | YouTube

AGUISIN 1

Scéim Feabhsuchain Aititil 2026 - Leithdhailti de réir an Chontae

Contae Leithdhdileadh Maoiniu SFA do Leithdhdileadh
SFA 2026 na hOileain lomlan
Ceatharlach €374,850 €374,850
An Cabhan €527,400 €527,400
An Clar €941,790 €941,790
Corcaigh €1,206,620 €140,000 €1,346,620
Dun na nGall €1,134,690 €100,000 €1,234,690
Gaillimh €1,170,380 €250,000 €1,420,380
Ciarrai €1,133,190 €1,133,190
Cill Dara €350,000 €350,000
Cill Chainnigh €565,890 €565,890
Laois €469,530 €£469,530
Liatroim €434,040 €434,040
Luimneach €752,340 €752,340




An Longfort €380,230 €380,230
Lu €372,890 €372,890
Maigh Eo €1,154,780 €50,000 €1,204,780
An Mhi €573,970 €573,970
Muineachan €385,880 €385,880
Uibh Fhaili €546,240 €546,240
Ros Comadin €695,560 €695,560
Sligeach €501,740 €10,000 €511,740
Tiobraid Arann €1,119,280 €1,119,280
Port Lairge €506,930 €506,930
An larmhi €502,290 €502,290
Loch Garman €646,150 €646,150
Cill Mhantain €553,340 €553,340
IOMLAN: €17,000,000 €550,000 €17,550,000

Noétai d’Eagarthéiri:

An Scéim Feabhsuchain Aitiuil (SFA)
Tugadh an Scéim Feabhsuchain Aititil (SFA) ar ais i mi Mhean Fémhair 2017 agus ta beagnach
€184 milliun curtha ar fail cheana i gcomhair oibreacha ar bhreis is 5,500 bothar. Fagfaidh an

maoiniu breise a fograiodh inniu go n-ardofar an fhigiuir sin thar €201 millian.

Ta na hudarais aitidla freagrach as béithre a shainaithint agus a chur in ord tosaiochta i gcomhair
oibreacha feabhsuchain faoin scéim, i ndiaidh dul i gcomhairle leis na conaitheoiri/Ginéiri talun.
Beidh an maoiniu ata a chur ar fail ag an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta a

chomhianu le ranniocaiocht aititiil 6 thithe/Uinéiri talin a bhainfidh tairbhe as an scéim.

Baoithre Inchailithe

Is iad na baithre ata inchailithe faoin Scéim Feabhsuchain Aititil na:

e boithre neamhphoibli lena dtugtar rochtain ar phiosai talun, a bhfuil péire né nios mé

diobh faoi tinéireacht no in Usaid ag daoine éagstula, agus ni moér

ceann acu a bheith chun criocha talmhaiochta;

e boithre lena dtugtar rochtain chun criocha talmhaiochta / bainte (moin né feamainn san

aireamh) do bheirt nd nios mé daoine; né,

e boithre neamhphoibli chuig diseanna tabhachtacha poibli ar nés reiligi, tranna, céanna,

sléibhte, srl.

Boithre Neamh-Inchailithe

Airitear ar bhoithre neamh-inchailithe:




e béithre chuig fiontair thrachtala. Is féidir teacht ar thuilleadh eolais san achoimre ar an

Scéim, ata ar fail ar gov.ie.

Ranniocaiocht ititil

Is mar seo a leanas a socraiodh an ranniocaiocht ata le hioc ag an lion ti/Ginéir talan:
e 10% de chostas measta na mbéithre inchailithe do suas le cuig theach/uinéir talun,
agus

e 15% do na béithre sitid ar a bhfuil sé theach/uinéir talin n6é nios mé.

Is é an t-uaslion a mbeidh ar lion ti/Ginéir talin amhain a ioc na €1,200, i gcasanna ina bhfuil gach

tairbhi toilteanach ranniocaiocht a dhéanamh.

An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta

Tugtar an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta ar an Roinn mhéadaithe anois.
Is é an tAire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta, Dara Calleary TD, ata i gceannas ar

an Roinn agus tacaionn an tAire Stait atd Freagrach as Forbairt Pobail agus Carthanachtai, Jerry

Buttimer TD, leis.

Ta an preasraiteas seo a fhail agat mar go bhfuil tu ar liosta mean na Roinne Forbartha Tuaithe

agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta faoi lathair.

Mura mian leat riomhphoist den chineal seo a fhail 6n Roinn a thuilleadh, is féidir leat diliostail tri
fhreagairt chuig an seoladh riomhphoist seo leis an bhfocal “diliostail” sa line abhair agus

déanfaimid do sheoladh riomhphoist a bhaint dar mbunachar sonrai.






