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Dear Chair and members of the LCDC/LAG,

Please see media release below.

Media Release,

Wednesday,18 February 2026
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OCED publishes Rural Policy Review of Ireland 2026

« OECD review of rural policy to inform development of the new Our Rural Future
Policy

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) has now published its
first Rural Policy Review of Ireland.

The review highlights the unique whole-of-government approach taken under Ireland’s Our Rural
Future policy, which has provided increased visibility on the impacts of rural areas of policies and
programmes across all government departments, as well as the significant status given to rural
policy through the establishment of the Department of Rural and Community Development and the
Gaeltacht in 2017.

The OECD analysis also showed that, while Ireland’s rural areas have significant potential in
areas such as the green economy, tourism and food sectors, there remains a range of challenges
facing rural areas.



In providing a series of recommendations, the OECD review points to the benefits of improved use
of rural intelligence, broadening of support for rural enterprises and enabling delivery of essential
services in rural areas.

Minister Calleary stated:

‘I am extremely grateful to the OECD for sharing its vast expertise and experience examining
rural development policies and practices across its members.

“This review has provided a highly valuable independent evaluation of Irish rural policy, which
will now help to inform the development of our new Rural Development Policy — Our Rural
Future.

‘l am pleased to note that the report recognises the benefits of our whole of government
approach to addressing our ambitions for rural Ireland. Of course, challenges remain in
ensuring we fully achieve this ambition and the detailed analysis provided by the OECD will
help us to do this.”
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Notes to editors:

Publication of the review comes after an extensive two-year exercise involving a number of mission
visits to Ireland. The review will now be fully considered in the context of the ongoing work on the
development of the new Our Rural Future Policy for the period 2026-2031.

The Department of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht

The expanded Department is now known as the Department of Rural and Community
Development and the Gaeltacht.

The Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD leads
the Department and is supported by the Minister of State with Responsibility for Community
Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD.

You are receiving this notice as you are currently subscribed to the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht’s media list.

If you no longer wish to receive emails of this nature from the Department you can unsubscribe by
responding to this email address with the word “‘unsubscribe” in the subject-line and we will
endeavour to remove your email address from our database.

Preasraiteas

Dé Céadaoin, 18 Feabhra 2026




Athbhreithnii um Beartas Tuaithe ar Eirinn 2026 foilsithe ag an ECFE

o Athbl)reithni& ECFE ar bheartas tuaithe chun eolas a dhéanamh d’fhorbairt bheartas
nua Ar dTodhchai Thuaithe

Ta an Eagraiocht um Chombhar agus Forbairt Eacnamaioch (ECFE) i ndiaidh a céad Athbhreithni(
um Beartas Tuaithe ar Eirinn a fhoilsit.

Léiritear san athbhreithnit an cur chuige uile-rialtais ar leith ata a ghlacadh faoi bheartas Ar
dTodhchai Thuaithe de chuid na hEireann, lena ndiritear aird mhéadaithe ar an tionchar ata a
imirt ar cheantair thuaithe ag beartais agus clair ar fud na ranna rialtais go léir, in éineacht leis an
stadas shuntasach a tugadh do bheartas tuaithe le bunt na Roinne Forbartha Tuaithe agus
Pobail agus Gaeltachta in 2017.

Taispeanadh in anailis an ECFE, in ainneoin go bhfuil an-acmhainn i gceantair thuaithe na
hEireann i réimsi costil le hearnalacha an gheilleagair ghlais, na turaséireachta agus an bhia, go
bhfuil réimse dushian roimh cheantair thuaithe go foill.

Agus sraith moltai & cur ar fail acu, dirionn an anailis ECFE ar na buntaisti a bhaineann le husaid
nios fearr a bhaint as intleacht tuaithe, le tacaiocht d'fhiontair thuaithe a leathnu agus le
seachadadh seirbhisi bunriachtanacha a éascu i gceantair thuaithe.

Ddirt an tAire Calleary:

“Taim fior-bhuioch den ECFE as ucht a saineolas agus taithi leathan ag scradu beartais agus
cleachtais forbartha tuaithe i measc a chuid ball.”

“Ta measunu neamhspleach filintach ar bheartas tuaithe na hEireann curtha ar fail san
athbhreithniu seo, a bheidh ina chunamh duinn chun eolas a dhéanamh d’fhorbairt ar

mBeartas Forbartha Tuaithe nua — Ar dTodhchai Thuaithe.
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“Cuis athais i domsa a thabhairt faoi deara go bhfuil aitheantas sa tuarascail ar bhuntaisti
ar geur chuige uile-rialtais chun ar n-uaillmhianta do cheantair thuaithe na hEireann a bhaint
amach. Dar ndoigh, ta dushlain romhainn go féill agus muid ag iarraidh na huaillmhianta sin
a bhaint amach ina n-iomlan, agus beidh an anailis mhionsonraithe a chuir an ECFE ar fail
ina cabhair ddinn ina leith seo.”
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Nota don Eagarthoir

Foilsiodh an t-athbhreithnit i ndiaidh beart cuimsitheach dha-bhliana, inar tugadh roinnt cuairteanna
misin ar Eirinn. Déanfar plé iomlan ar an athbhreithnit i gcomhthéacs na hoibre leanunai ar
fhorbairt an bheartais nua Ar dTodhchai Thuaithe don tréimhse 2026-2031.

An Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta

Is & ainm na Roinne méadaithe anois na an Roinn Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus
Gaeltachta.

T4a an tAire Forbartha Tuaithe agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta, Dara Calleary TD, i gceannas ar an
Roinn le tacaiocht 6n Aire Stait le freagracht as Forbairt Phobail agus Carthanachtai, Jerry
Buttimer TD.



Ta an fogra seo a fhail agat toisc go bhfuil ta claraithe ar liosta mean na Roinne Forbartha Tuaithe
agus Pobail agus Gaeltachta faoi lathair.

Murar mian leat riomhphoist den chineal seo a fhail 6n Roinn a thuilleadh, is féidir leat dichlaru tri
fhreagra a chur chuig an seoladh riomhphost seo leis an fhocal “dichlari” sa line ébhair agus
bainfidh muid do sheoladh riomhphost énar mbunachar.



